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~-movie “Finding -Nemo:?
“than 350 packed the audmormm
when “The Lion King 135” was
shown shortly after-opening far
bumn&;s in late January.

Teaching assistant Mlcha.el'-
Kurllowtch, who moderates the -

program called “The Back 2 Busi-
-mness Club,” said the pupils get
paid $5 per week and have bank-

edabuut$2,00()smeetheystart_

ed their business.

-~ When school ends in June, he

said, the corporation members
will split the proﬁts, using a por-
tion of the money to buy some-
thing for the school.

- Kurilovitch, who is also a cor-
respondent for The Buffalo News,
said the pupils went into business
as part of the city school district’s
Entrepreneurial Business Pro-
gram, which encourages young
people to start up pnvate busi-
nesses at school.

“It teaches them the things
they need to do to run a business,”
he said.

-+ The idea fora movié and store -

operation came up during a
brainstorming session Kurilov-
itch had early this year with the
entertainment moguls-in-train-
ing.

“They wanted to do something
involving entertainment, and 1
told them about the after-school
movies we used to have when 1
went to 39th Street School. 1 told
them they were well attended and
very popular. \Vhen thev heard
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-also pnrchased school supphes

, pencils and erasers
- “We sell animal putty for $1.”

N’ick said of one hit sales item.
““You can mold it in your hands.
It’s vmyjenylﬂ(e.We sell alotoflt.
Its somet]img kids like to fool

The partners found they aﬂ
have to work hard to make the

~business work.

During: “Finding Nemo,” Nick

.wasm charge of ticket sales, while

another partner, Francesca Cata-

-mese, 10, and Mike LeGault, 9, ran
~the store. Sara Doll, Samantha

Stoneham, Lindsay Merino, Molly

- Mackenzie and Emily York oper-
‘ated two snack bars, one special-
'sions of the-s¢hool store.

In the meantime, Kristen Kirk-
er and Amber Gurman were in-
side the theater attaching garbage
bags to the end seats of each aisle
—to enco’urage customer tidiness
— and serving as ushers.

. Prior to the movie, Kurilovitch,
operatl.ng the projector, played
advertisement videos the 10 pa.rt-
ners made — and starred in — to
promote their store and snack bar
operations. Amber backs up “Mr.
K” on the projector when needed.

One ad started off with the
words: “Now a Word from Our
Sponsor” on the screen. It fea-
tured several pupils from the
business walking through the
school’s hallways talking about
the products they sell at their
store and the great prices they of-




